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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Presidents Council names Professor of the Year 
Scott Grissom, a professor in the School of 
Computing and Information Systems, was 
selected as Professor of the Year by the 
Presidents Council, State Universities of 
Michigan . 
Each year, the academic affairs officers at 
Grissom said. "This 
is my ninth year 
here, and from day 
one I've always been 
impressed with every-
one's commitment to 
the student at Grand 
Valley. It 's a powerful 
synergy, and it helps 
keep me excited about 
my teaching." 
Grissom has earned 
Scott Grissom 
his own teaching, but it has made a significant 
contribution to the computer science education 
community. 
each of the 15 public universities nominate an 
outstanding faculty member from their campus 
who excels in terms of undergraduate educa-
tion, student learning and commitment to the 
success of their students. Of those 15 candi-
dates , three are chosen as Professor of the Year 
by the Presidents Council. As a recipient of 
this year's award, Grissom will be honored at 
a luncheon in Lansing on May 14. 
"This is a great honor for me. I've always had 
a passion for teaching, and that matches well 
with what Grand Valley strives to achieve," 
a national reputation for his contribution to 
computer science undergraduate education. 
His reputation as a leader in the field is indi-
cated by the invitations he receives to review 
textbooks , NSF grants, faculty promotions 
and computer science curricula. Grissom's 
scholarship of teaching has not only improved 
"Professor Grissom has been an inspiration to 
undergraduate students in computer science at 
Grand Valley," said Provost Gayle R. Davis. 
"What's more, he has made his insights and 
best practices in the classroom accessible to 
others through scholarship on teaching and 
learning that is highly acclaimed in hi s field. 
His positive impact extends far beyond the 
local arena, and Grand Valley is fortunate 
indeed to have him as a faculty member." 
Grissom was among three faculty members 
who received Glenn A. Niemeyer Awards, 
Grand Valley's most prestigious academic 
honor for facu lty. (See story below.) 
···---------------------------
Across Campus 
Students, faculty honored 
during awards banquet 
More than 100 students, along with three faculty members, were hon-
ored for their outstanding academic and community service work during 
the annual Awards Banquet, held April 7 in the Kirkhof Center. 
Cynthia Coviak, associate professor 
of nursing; Scott Grissom, profes-
sor of computing and information 
systems; and Robert Smart, profes-
sor of chemistry, received Glenn A. 
Niemeyer Awards, the university's 
most prestigious academic honor for 
faculty. 
The awards honor Grand Valley's first 
provost and are presented to students 
and facu lty members who strive for 
excellence in all aspects of a well-
rounded academic experience. 
Chelsea Chi lds, an economics and 
finance major; and David LeGault, a 
writing major, were named Niemeyer 
Outstanding Undergraduate Students. 
Jayme Pyne, school counseling major, 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Photo by John Corriveau 
Chelsea Childs holds a Niemeyer 
award for Outstanding 
Undergraduate Student, pre-
sented at the awards banquet. 
received the Niemeyer award for Outstanding Graduate Student. 
Management student Abigail Lessnau received the Kenneth R. 
Venderbush Award for significant contribution to student life. Each aca-
demic department presented awards to outstanding students in a major, 
and nine students earned the Thomas M. Seykora Award for significant 
contribution to improve the campus community. 
Internship luncheon recognizes 
work of students, employers 
Students and employers who par-
ticipated in internships were rec-
ognized at a luncheon sponsored 
by Career Services, held April 2 in 
Loosemore Auditorium. 
Nathan Biller, a double major in 
economics and finance , was named 
Outstanding Intern of the Year. 
Biller interned at Steelcase, Inc., 
where supervisors said he asked 
great questions and performed at a 
level higher than expected. 
Photo courtesy of Latoria Thomas-Lee 
Nathan Biller, left, was named 
Outstanding Intern of the Year. 
He stands next to his supervisor, 
Paul Jones from Steelcase. 
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page I 
Terry Sare, from the 17th Judicial Circuit Court, was named Outstanding 
Internship Supervisor of the Year, recognizing his efforts to encourage 
interns to network and interact with others. The court was also named 
Outstanding Internship Employer of the Year for consistently hosting 
about eight Grand Valley students as interns for more than 25 years. More 
than 20 former interns have secured full-time jobs at the court. Other area 
employers that were recognized were Mill Steel Company, St. Mary's 
Health Care and Alticor, Inc. 
Provost Gayle R. Davis told the audience that in addition to gain ing work 
experience, interns also have advantages of developing reali stic career 
expectations and building relationships with professionals. 
Self-expression part of art project 
About 45 students, fac-
ulty and staff members 
volunteered April 3 to 
paint a self- portrait for 
an Allendale Campus 
project. Artistic talent 
was less important than 
a willingness to have fun 
and take an opportunity 
for self-expression. 
Three painting sessions 
were organized by the 
GVSU Art Gallery staff, 
with help from art stu-
dents Stephanie Voelck, 
Allie Holton, Matt 
Photo by Mary /sea Pirko /a 
President Thomas J. Haas paints a self-por-
trait in the Commons. 
LaFleur and Stephanie Nienhouse. A dozen painters in each session were 
able to choose from small , medium and large canvases and received a few 
pointers to get them started. 
The finished portraits, depicting the many faces of "I am Grand Valley," 
wi ll be hung at the end of summer in the new lower dining area in the 
Commons. Among the aspiring Picassos was President Thomas J. Haas, 
who also did a surrogate painting of his wife, Marcia Haas. 
Scholarship dinner brings 
donors and students together 
In tough economic times, 
nearly 1,000 Grand Valley 
students are benefiting from 
more than 200 privately 
endowed and annually fu nded 
scholarships, which are sup-
ported by friends, alumni, 
facu lty and staff members , 
parents and organizations. 
The ninth annual Scholarship 
Dinner, held Apri l 2, was a 
celebration of the generosity 
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
More than 600 people attended the 
Scholarship Dinner April 2. 
of those donors and a chance for scholarship recipients to meet and thank 
them. More than 600 people attended the event in the Amway Grand Plaza 
Hotel. 
Grand Valley averages about 20 new scholarships per year. Nearly a third 
of the university 's endowment - close to $20 million - is earmarked for 
scholarships. 
The dinner annually showcases one area to illustrate how donors are posi-
tively impacting education. This year's highlight was international educa-
tion , and international scholarship donors like Mark and El izabeth Murray, 
Stuart Padnos, Jean McFadden and Ben Picciuca were honored. 
Across Campus continues on. page 3 
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Student Scholarship Day 
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
Nicole Gauche, left, shows her poster presentation, 'Isolation of FGF Genes 
from Glaucomys volans,' to Lindsey Schug in the Kirkhof Center during 
Student Scholarship Day April 9. Gauche's faculty advisor was Bruce Ostrow, 
associate professor of biology. More than 600 students participated in the 
13th annual event. 
What's Ahead 
Children's Center 
celebrates April events 
Grand Valley's Chi ldren 's Center continues to 
celebrate April as the Month of the Young Child 
with a host of events. 
Two experts in autism will speak about the 
disorder on Wednesday, April 16, beginning at 
noon in the Kirkhof Center, room 142. Amy 
Matthews, associate professor of psychol-
ogy and project director for Grand Valley 's 
Autism Education Center, and Laurel Hoekman, 
from the Gray Center for Social Learning and 
Understanding, will talk about area resources 
available for parents of children with autism. 
The workshop is free and open to all facu lty 
and staff members. 
On April 23, Public Safety officers and AAA-
Michigan representatives wi ll provide free 
car seat safety checks from 5-8 p.m. at the 
Children 's Center on West Campus Drive. 
Reservations are required, call Public Safety at 
xl3255 or the center at 895-4146. 
On April 24, the center wi ll host a free din-
ner celebration in the Kirkhof Center from 6-9 
p.m. Sharalle Arnold , interim director, said the 
adult-only event will include cocktai ls, music 
by a jazz quartet and a photo essay presentation. 
RSVPs are required and can be made by calling 
the center or visiting the Web site www.gvsu. 
edu/child and clicking on "MOYC Dinner." 
The R~ad-A-Thqn continues through Apri l. 
Arnold said faculty and staff can log how many 
books they read to their chi ldren on the center's 
Web site (click on "MOYC Child Reading 
Results"). The goal is 1,000 books to "encour-
age and promote literacy," she said. 
Former astronaut 
will talk about 
future of space flight 
A retired astronaut and veteran of three space 
shuttle flights wi ll return to his West Michigan 
roots for two events in April. 
Captain David C. Leestma (USN, ret.) a former 
NASA astronaut who was born in Muskegon 
and lived in Grand Rapids as a child, will pres-
ent "Flying in Space: What It's Like and What's 
Ahead," in the Meijer Theater at the Public 
Museum of Grand Rapids, 272 Pearl St. NW, 
Across Campus 
Debate draws record 
crowd on YouTube 
The debate between brothers Christopher and 
Peter Hitchens rose to the 8th most viewed 
video in the world last week on YouTube. The 
debate, sponsored by the Hauenstein Center 
for Presidential Studies, was held April 3 at 
Fountain Street Church. The brothers, both 
journalists and authors, squared off over God, 
politics, war and culture. 
on Wednesday, 
April 16, at 
8 p.m. 
Co-sponsored 
by Grand 
Valley, Roger 
B. Chaffee 
Planetarium 
of the Public 
Museum, Grand 
Rapids Amateur 
Astronomical 
Association David C. Leestma 
and Roger B. 
Chaffee Scholarship, the event is free and open 
to the public, though seating is limited. Leestma 
wi ll also speak Thursday, April 17 , at the 
annual awards banquet for the Roger B. Chaffee 
Scholarship, which is by reservation only. 
Leestma's experiences while at NASA include 
serving on three flights as a capsule communi-
cator and completing a three-and-a-half-hour 
space walk. Following retirement from the 
astronaut corps, Leestma became an admjnistra-
tor at the Johnson Space Center. 
To make a reservation to attend the Chaffee 
Scholarship banquet, 6 p.m. at Boulder Creek 
Golf Course, call 800-237-0930. The $45 cost 
includes dinner and contribution to the scholar-
ship fund. For more information about either 
event, contact P. Douglas Kindschi at 822-4165 
or kindschd@gvsu.edu. 
WMSTI hosts 
night at the museum 
The West Michigan Science and Technology 
Initiative is hosting its fourth annual Life 
Science Business Showcase on Thursday, April 
17, at the Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts 
in Grand Rapids. 
During the event, life science exhibitors from 
throughout Michigan will gather to display 
products and materials that showcase their inno-
vations. Attendees will have the opportunity to 
network with representatives from these cutting-
edge companies during the event. 
"WMSTI and its partners are very proud of this 
event's established reputation as the premier 
gathering of our community leaders and life 
science innovators," said Linda Chamberlain, 
executive director of WMSTI. 
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The event runs from 6:30-10 p.m., with a spe-
cial VIP pre-party at 5:30 p.m. The cost is $45 
for members, $65 for non-members and $85 for 
VIP admission. For more information or to reg-
ister online, visit showcase. wmsti .org or contact 
Kim Bode at bodeki@gvsu.edu. 
Sabbatical Showcase 
shares insights 
More than two dozen faculty members wi ll 
share research and creative projects completed 
during their recent sabbatical leaves on Friday, 
April 18, from 1-4 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, 
Grand River Room. 
The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Sabbatical Showcase is designed to provide an 
informal forum for facu lty and staff members 
to browse through exhibits and talk with col-
leagues. Among those exhibiting are the follow-
ing facu lty members: 
Rick Albrecht, associate professor of movement 
science, will present highlights from his inves-
tigation and subsequent book about common 
coaching practices that are passed on, though 
many are inconsistent with what are known sci-
entifically based best practices. 
Christen Pearson, associate professor of 
English, studied second language acquisition 
in internationally adopted ch ildren and plans to 
publish her results in a book. 
Bruce Ostrow, assoc;iate pro~ssor of biology, 
spent the winter 2007 semester on sabbatical 
leave at the University of Michigan Medical 
Learning School to learn the techniques of plas-
tination of anatomical specimens. 
File photo 
Diane Rayor, professor of Classics, talks with 
CLAS Dean Fred Antczak at the 2007 Sabbatical 
Showcase. This year's showcase is set for Friday 
in the Kirkhof Center. 
···----------------------------
"Everybody who 's watching the Hitchens 
debate on YouTube has seen the 'circle G ' 
logo," said Gleaves Whitney, director of the 
Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies. 
"We ' re seeing large numbers of views in places 
like Australia, South Korea, Germany and New 
Zealand. This event went far to raise Grand 
Valley 's profile internationally." 
Whitney said the good news is there wi ll be a 
round two. Christopher Hitchens has agreed 
to come back to Grand Valley. "We just need 
to find a good debater to keep up with him," 
Whitney said. 
Christopher, who works in Washington, D.C. , 
has written 20 books including scathing cri-
tiques of Henry Kissinger, Bill Clinton and 
Mother Teresa. Most recently, he wrote a book 
on atheism, God is Not Great: How Religion 
Poisons Everything. Younger brother Peter 
works in England as a columnist for the Mail on 
Sunday. He is author of The Abolition of Britain 
and The Abolition of Liberty. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Mon., April 14 
8 p.m.: Choral Concert. LAT, PAC. Call x 13484 
for more information. 
Tues., April 15 
8 p.m.: Concert Band. LAT, PAC. Call xl3484 
for more information. 
Wed., April 16 
10 a.m.: Counseling Center Workshop. Suicide 
Prevention and Education. 204 STU. Call 
x 13266 for more information. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 167 LOH. Call 
x12204 for more information. 
Noon: Weight Watchers Informational Meeting. 
CDC and 340 CHS. 
Noon: Children 's Center hosts Autism 
Workshop. 142 KC. Call 895-4146 for more 
information. 
8 p.m.: Concert. Symphony Orchestra. LAT, 
PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Lecture. "Flying in Space: What It's 
Like and What's Ahead," by David Leestma. 
Public Museum of Grand Rapids, 272 Pearl 
St. NW. Call 822-4165 for more information. 
Thurs., April 17 
7: 30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Call x 17337 for 
more information. 
1:30 p.m.: NACADA Webinar. Ensuring Advisor 
Success. 104 KC. Call xl3780 for more infor-
mation. 
3 p.m.: Counseling Center Workshop. Suicide 
Prevention and Education. 204 STU. Call 
x13266 for more information. 
4:30 p.m.: Thursdays w/U. 107C DEV. Call 
VENTS 
x 16620 for more information. 
7 p.m.: Student Life presents "A Night at the 
Oscars." 250 KC. Call x12345 for more infor-
mation. 
8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series. Richard Stoelzel 
and Kevin Maloney, trumpets . CDC. Call 
xl3484 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Concert. University Band and Jazz 
Orchestra. LAT, PAC. Call xl3484 for more 
information. 
Fri., April 18 
1 p.m.: CLAS Sabbatical Showcase. 250 KC. 
Call x 12495 for more information. 
3 p.m.: Retirement Open House for Carl 
Arendsen, mathematics. Meadows Clubhouse. 
Call x 12040 for more information. 
5 p.m.: Graduate Students Celebration, awards 
ceremony fo llowing. 119 CHS. Call xl7123 
for more information . 
---------------------------•••---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Kathryn Remlinger, associate professor of 
English, was interviewed by the Politico for a 
story about the use of the gendered title "con-
gressman" by female congressional representa-
tives. 
Rick Albrecht, associate professor of movement 
science, was interviewed by the Grand Rapids 
Press for a story about burnout and overtraining 
syndrome in young athletes. 
Grand Valley's efforts to improve stormwater 
control to manage erosion and obtain campus-
wide LEED certification was highlighted in 
an article, "The Greening of Grand Valley," 
published in the Construction Association of 
Michigan Magazine. 
Sketches 
Kyle Douglass, assistant bookstore manager, 
conducted two seminars, "Innovative Bookstore 
Web Design" and "Expedited Order Fulfillment," 
for software vendor Sequoia Retail Systems at its 
annual user group conference in New Orleans. 
Linda Rynbrandt, associate professor of sociol-
ogy, gave a presentation, "Academic Sociology 
or Public Sociology: Conflicting Visions in 
Early Sociology," at the annual meeting of the 
Midwest Sociological Society in St. Louis, 
Missouri. 
Erika Van Dyke, client services coordinator for 
Conference and Event Planning, received the 
Certified Meeting Professional designation from 
the Convention Industry Council. 
Mary Kelly , visiting professor of finance, gave 
a presentation, "Consumer Behavior, Stock 
Buybacks, and Marketing Education: The 
Connections," at the Association of Marketing 
Theory and Practice conference in Savannah, 
Georgia. 
Joy Washburn , assistant professor of nursing, 
gave a presentation, "Participation in a Student 
Nurse Extern Program: A Variable for NCLEX-
RN Success?" at the annual Midwest Nursing 
Research Society conference in Indianapolis . 
Bradley S. Ambrose, associate professor of 
physics , was a co-editor for a double issue of 
American Journal Physics. He is also co-chair 
of the Gordon Research Conference on Physics 
Research and Education, to be held at Bryant 
University. 
Esther Billings, associate professor of 
mathematics, wrote an art icle, "Exploring 
Generalization through Growth Patterns," pub-
lished in Algebra and Algebraic Thinking in 
School Mathematics - 70th Yearbook of the 
NCTM. 
Will Dickinson, associate professor of math-
ematics, co-wrote an article, "The Geometry 
of Compact Homogeneous Spaces with Two 
Isotrophy Summands," published in the Annals 
of Global Analysis and Geometry. 
Akalu Tefera, associate professor of mathemat-
ics , co-wrote an article, "The Na'ive Product 
Rule for Derivatives," published in the College 
Mathematics Journal. 
Hermann Kurthen , associate professor of soci-
ology, and Stefan Immerfall co-wrote an article, 
"The Transatlantic Community of Values in the 
2 1st Century," published in the German journal 
Aus Parlament und Zeitgeschichte. 
